April 8th, 2001
Hi Gavin

Letter-writing time again. A quiet week with little to write about. A lot of news, of course, about the American spy plane. As you will know, the crew is still being held on Hainan Island. They are staying in Officers’ quarters and are being looked after very well. But the Chinese certainly hit the jackpot by getting the plane. It is doubtful if the US will see it again. This kind of spying is not new; it has been going on for more than 50 years primarily between the Soviet Union and the US and the UK. Each country would send reconnaissance planes to the others shores who, in turn, would send up fighters to tell the planes to turn back. In the present case, it is difficult to know who caused the collision though it is reported that the Chinese pilot involved was a rather reckless flier.


Have been doing work this past week proof reading Book 2 of the Singapore Science books. Slow, as the editor unfortunately, has not done a very good job. The editor is different from the one who did Book 1 and he left the company a few weeks ago. So someone else will have to sort out the mess. I have also been doing some more work on my Chinese dictionary, this time trying to put the Chinese characters in the correct order. It is a slow process as each character has to be analysed one by one and put in the correct order; this cannot be done by the computer as it can for English words.


Got your letter the other day. Thanks again. It was very interesting. A small suggestion: When you write, think about the language as you write such as the use of capital letters at the beginning of sentences and for ‘I’. You may need to do some writing later. You mentioned about a birthday present. OK, I will send you something. I will do this using my e-banking account. But you will need to send me the following information so that I can transfer the money:

City where your bank account is

Bank name

Bank address

Fedwire Number (I have no idea what this is but presumably your bank does)

Account number

Account holder’s name (i.e. the name in your bankbook)


Got a ‘phone call from Nadine last Monday, mainly to find out about the results of the Rugby 7’s. Difficult to hear her as there was a lot of noise on the line at times. She still has a week of school. She told me that she will be taking two AP subjects next year – Chemistry and English. 


In Hong Kong, did you ever hear of Ralph Pixton, a radio presenter on RTHK Radio 3? Well, he died last week of pneumonia at the relatively young age of 65. After the fighting in Malaysia (then Malaya), he became a tea planter in India, then travelled with a group of Shakespearean players and ended up in HK in 1963 where he got a job with the then RHK (no ‘T’ as it did not have TV then). Should have mentioned that just before the Rugby 7’s, there was a ladies 7’s tournament. Won again by NZ who beat the US in the finals. I sent pages from a local newspaper about the 7’s to Nadine. I have another copy. Do you want the clippings?

There was a police raid the other day at Pat Heung (near Sek Kong camp) on a farm which has been breeding pit bull terriers for dog fighting. There was a circular area for the fighting surrounded by seating for up to 200 people who would bet millions on the fights. The dogs, some of which had bite wounds, were taken away. Raising fierce breeds of dogs, such as these, is illegal in HK.


An air race from London to Sydney for small planes has just finished. A HK plane called the “Spirit of Kai Tak” won the race which took about two months. Actually, they won the ‘speed’ category; an Australian (?) crew won the category for navigation accuracy. When I was a boy, I can remember a London to Christchurch air race. It was a real race with the first plane getting to Christchurch winning. All 5 planes – from the RAF and the RAAF (Australian Air Force) -- were early jet bombers (called ‘Canberras’) and they took about 24 hours for the trip. (Of course, at that time I was still in Gisborne, not in Christchurch.) After the race, the planes flew over many towns throughout the country – always an exciting event. (The same was true when a NZ Air Force jet flew over Gisborne on a training flight. At school, we would all rush to the windows to get a glimpse when we heard the sound; the teachers were never able to stop us!)


Congratulations on getting your license. Remember to drive with care! Have you ever seen the US TV series of car chases, crashes, etc? Rather scary on what happens on US roads. The other night in HK, there was a wild car chase through Kowloon. A man – drunk or on drugs, I’m not sure which – was chased from Kwun Tong to Tsim Sha Tsui, leaving a trail of destruction. He crashed through police cordons, damaging police vans and motor cycles and four policemen, shots were fired, and before he was stopped in TST he had smashed into and damaged another 10 cars. 

That’s about it for now. Hope all is well with you. 

Cheers for now.

Dad
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